Lreg Nelson, Re: voting in water districts /424&ﬂ /ﬁ%érngg/

To: Greg Nelson <gnelson@idahofb.org> RECEIVED
From: Norm Semanko <norm@iwua.org>
Subject: Re: voting in water districts

Sut JAN 29 2002

Bcc: )

Attached: . Department of Water Resources
Southem Region

Greg --

Water district elections are governed by Idaho Code Section 42-605. The water users of the
district elect the water master at the annual meeting each year. I.C. Sec. 42-605(3) .
Voting is by majority vote of the water users present at the meeting, unless one (1) or
more water users reguests voting proportionate to the average annual dollar amount and any
fraction thereof assessed for each person's water right for the previous five (5) years.
1.C. Sec. 42-605(4). In other words, the larger the water right, the more votes you get.

Do you have a specific proposal in mind? It would need to be run by our Legislative
Ccommittee and the Committee of Nine (advisory to Water District 1, the largest in the
state) would also have a large interest, as would Water District 63 (Boise River) and Water
District 65 (Payette), since they have operated under the existing code for years and are
members of our association. Attorneys would also get involved.

Any change would have to be worded so as to not adversely impact the other water districts
in the state. Voting according to the size of your water right is pretty firmly entreched,
so I don't know how you would get around that. To allow for majority votes among those
present at the meeting, maybe you increase the required number to called for weighted
voting in the statute from "one (1)" to "two (2)" people. Even then, I am sure there would
be some concerns among the other water districts and attorneys. In addition, I don't know
if that would solve the perceived problem in Water District 45 or not.

Let me know. Thanks.
-- Norm Semanko

At 03:00 PM 09/27/2001 -0600, you wrote:

>Hi Norm;

>Tom Geary has asked us and Senator Denton Darrington to look into
>changing the way the watermaster is elected. It appears under the
scurrent statute that one person might be able to simply control a water
sdistrict and Tom indicates water district 45 is an example of this
>happening. Have you been approached with the problem? What is your
>thoughts regarding a possible change of this statute.

>Please let me know

>Greg

>

>

>

Printed for Norm Semanko <norm@iwua.org> 1
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SECTION J. ™ WATERMASTER ELECTION, APPOINTMENT AND REMOVAL

wacermastars 1in Idahe ara emplayed by the ctate but area
elected and compensated directly by water users within water
districts. Water districts ara created by the Director of IDWR
pursuant o Section 42-604, Idaho Cade. A watar district may be
created only after tha pricritias of appropriation af the water
rights have been adjudicated by a court of law. '

The watermaster is alected at an annual meeting of the watar
users which is usually held en the first Monday in March of each
year. . The users alsa have the option of holding the meeting on any
=onveniant day between the sacond Monday in January and the third
Monday in March. Ta schedula the meeting on a day other than the
£irat Manday in March, the water users must adept a resolution at
the annual meeting satting the ravised day as the annual meeting
data. (Section 42-605(2), Idahe Coda). ,

At the beginning of sach annual water meating, the water users
must first choose a meeting chairman. and meating secratary and
should determine the manner and mathod of elacting the watarmastar.
The maating chairman or secretary from the preceding year should
call the meeting to order and preside ovar the slectian of meating
of ficers. Prior to the election of a watsrmaster, the water users
must agree on the compensation to be paid to t+ha watermaster and
any watermaster assistants for that year or irrigation seascn.
Fixing tha watermaster compensation at an annual meeting is
ganerally accomplishad when considering tha water district pudgat.

Votaes -cast in the alaction of a watarmaster and in connecticn
with other watelr district matters may ba by majority vote ef tha
watar users prasant at the annual mesting unless one or mWoIRA usars
requast the altarnative veting method identified in Section 42-
§05(4), Tdaho code be used when considering one or more matters at
+he maeting. Tha alternative voting praocadura is based upon
assessments for delivery of stored and natural flow water. Undar
this alterpative precedurs, each user with a valid right or rights
{s entitled to a number of votas egual to the average annual dellar
amount assessed for tha user’s right or rights for the pravious
give Yyears, or lgsser number of Yyears the rights have bean
asgassed, When voting hylmajarity, a corparation or water delivery
organization, such as an jirrigation district or canal company atc..
{s conaidered ona parson and limited to one vata. Proxy votes ara
not allewed in a wataer district election in the absenca of the
watar right owner, except that in the absenca of the awner a right
may be voted by another person present who has the use of the
right fer the ensuing geason, such as a tenant, lesser ar contract

purchaser.

In the aevent a- district deces not held a meating or cannot
agree on a watermaster, the Director of TIDWR may appoint a
watermaster and sat a budget for the operation of the district irf
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